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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 00466 161053Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 OC-06 CCO-OO 
SCS-03 SCA-01 AID-05 PC-01 OPR-02 SY-05 /093 W 

161059Z 059267/21 

O 160945Z JAN 77 ZFF-4 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 8659 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LOME NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY RABAT NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 0466 

FROM COTONOU CHARGE THOMPSON AND EASUM 

ABIDJAN FOR AARMA FOULDS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PFOR, DN 

SUB J : COUP ATTEMPT IN BENIN 

REF : COTONOU 103 

1 . WE STILL MONITORING FRENCH AND INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE BROADCASTS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 00466 161053Z 

FROM COTONOU; AS OF 1030 HOURS LAGOS TIME COTONOU RADIO 
UNDER CONTROL OF GOVERNMENT FORCES. AT 1030 A.M. LAGOS TIME 
PRESIDENT KEREKOU BROADCAST FRENCH-LANGUAGE APPEAL TO NATION TO 
REPEL "FOREIGN MERCENARIES" WHO HAD "ATTACKED THE CAPITAL". 

CALLED ON ALL LOYAL BENINOIS TO REMAIN VIGILANT AND PRESERVE 
THE REVOLUTION; STATEMENT WAS VERY SHORT AND EMOTIONAL. 

DID NOT RPT NOT IDENTIFY NATIONALITY OR SPONSORSHIP OF MER- 
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CENARIES OR GIVE ANY INDICATION OF THEIR NUMBERS OR LOCATION. 
EARLIER, INTERIOR MIN AZONHIHO ISSUED CALL TO ALL MILITARY 
UNITS IN OUTLYING DISTRICTS, ESPECIALLY PARAKOU AND OUIDAH, 

TO CONVERGE ON CITY TO PROTECT REVOLUTION. SIMILAR COMMANDS 
ISSUED FOR ALL DOCTORS AND NURSES TO COME TO COTONOU HOSPITAL, 

AS WELL AS FOR DIRECTOR NATIONAL LOTTERY TO REPORT TO HIS OFFICE 
IMMEDIATELY. 

2. COTONOU RADIO HAS REPORTED THAT BORDERS HAVE BEEN SEALED 

AND PRO GOVT. FORCES EMPOWERED TO SEARCH ALL VEHICLES FOR WEAPONS 
OR OTHER MATERIEL WHICH COULD AID COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY FORCES. 
BROADCAST LAUNCHED APPEAL TO INHABITANTS OF LAGOON VILLAGES TO 
CLOSE WATERWAYS TO ALL SUSPECT TRAFFIC. ALL CUSTOMS OFFICIALS 
SUMMONED TO ASSIST AT COTONOU PORT. 

3. NIGERIA RADIO TO DATE HAS MADE NO MENTION OF EVENTS IN BENIN. 

4. FOR COTONOU: LAGOS ATTEMPTING TO ESTABLISH VOICE CONTACT 
VIA SSB ON 6767 RPT 6767 KHZ. SINCE OPENING OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
LINK BETWEEN NIGERIA AND BENIN ANNOUNCED JANUARY 14, SUGGEST 
ALSO TRYING THIS CHANNEL. AMEMBASSY LAGOS TEL: 033 - 57320 
THROUGH 8. 

EASUM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, RADIO BROADCASTING, MERCENARIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 16-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAGOS00466 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 6-0443 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 47/aaaabpfm. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: bcdef2d8-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 COTONOU 103 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3586061 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COUP ATTEMPT IN BENIN 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, PFOR, DM, Nl 
To: STATE COTONOU 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bcdef2d8-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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